
  

  

 

Main Line 509-524-2610 
commdev@co.walla-walla.wa.us 
 
Inspection Request Line   
509-524-2611 
 
Residential Burn Decision Line 
509-524-2612 
 
Permit/Document Submittals 
permits@co.walla-walla.wa.us 
 
Thomas E. Glover, AICP, Director 
509-524-2621 
tglover@co.walla-walla.wa.us 
 
Felicia Gorze, Administrative 
Assistant 509-524-2619 
fgorze@co.walla-walla.wa.us 
 
Lauren Prentice, Principal 
Planner 509-524-2620 
lprentice@co.walla-walla.wa.us 
 
Blake Nass, Assistant Planner 
509-524-2618 
bnass@co.walla-walla.wa.us 
 
Todd Blevins, Building Official 
509-524-2617  
tblevins@co.walla-walla.wa.us 
 
Ron Bull, Building Inspector I 
509-524-2615  
rbull@co.walla-walla.wa.us 
 
Lauri Withers, CPT, Permit 
Technician  509-524-2614 
lwithers@co.walla-walla.wa.us 
 
Nina Baston, Code Compliance 
509-524-2616 
nbaston@co.walla-walla.wa.us 
 
Inspection Hours 7AM – 4 PM 
Office Hours 
8AM – 5PM: M, Tu, Th, F 
9AM – 5PM: W 
(Closed for lunch: noon – 1 p.m.) 
No payments accepted after 4PM 

Walla Walla County Community Development 
Department Newsletter 

310 W Poplar St Suite 200,   Walla Walla, WA 99362 
Mission Statement 

The Community Development Department exists to guide growth for Walla Walla County by 
ensuring awareness of regulations pertaining to the general health, safety and welfare of the 

public.  We do this through the application and enforcement of adopted codes and policies with a 
commitment to consistent professional service in order to maintain quality of life.  

 From the Director’s Desk 
by Tom Glover, AICP 

 
Summer has arrived and the heat is on!  Your Community Development staff is 
reminding you to be safe, stay hydrated, and plan ahead.  Plan review for 
residential construction projects typically turns around in about two weeks, if 
all application materials are submitted timely.  For commercial projects turn-
around time is a little longer, typically three to four weeks, depending on the 
complexity of the project. 
 
Check out our eTRAKiT web portal!  It is linked directly to our permit tracking 
software, and through it you can schedule inspections, check on the status of 
your permit application, pay for your permits (credit card), apply for certain 
types of permits, submit a code complaint, and search for recent permitting 
activity.  Go to:  www.co.walla-walla.wa.us/departments/comdev/etrakit.shtml 
 
The latest population estimates for Walla Walla have arrived from the State’s 
Office of Financial Management.  It shows the population of our service area, 
unincorporated areas of the County, to be 16,590 people.  Including the cities of 
College Place, Prescott, Waitburg, and Walla Walla, the entire population of the 
County is estimated to be 60,650 people.  We continue to see new single-family 
home construction in the Burbank area in the western part of our county, and 
in the foothills in the Lewis Peak area.  We are also seeing new home 
construction south of Walla Walla to the state line, as well as west of College 
Place more or less following the course of the Walla Walla River.  The total 
value of those residential construction projects is estimated to be $7.8 million. 
 
New commercial construction projects rival residential construction projects in 
terms of value.  To date, permits for 14 new commercial structures have been 
issued.  The total value of those commercial construction projects is estimated 
at $5.2 million.  
 
Enjoy your summer, and have an enjoyable 4th of July holiday! 
 
Permit activity for the first six months of 2015: 
January 1 – June 30, 2015 
•  28 permits issued for new single-family residential (SFR) construction. (not 
including remodels)   
•  261 total permits issued under Building Code, all types.    
•  Total valuation of all construction projects:  $15,358,027. 
•  Total fees collected from building permits:  $222,531.   
•  Land Use Projects approved:  43 applications, including: • 7 Short Plats 
• 10 Boundary Line Adjustments • 10 SEPA reviews & • 2 Shoreline Substantial 
Development Permits 
•  554 residential burn permits issued.  Fees collected:  $16,620. 
•  9 Fire Works Stands 
Total permits issued/applications approved, to date:  858. 
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Learning Curve by Blake Nass, Assistant Planner 

New jobs are always interesting; new environment, new co-workers and new challenges.  As a younger person I’ve 
gotten somewhat used to this process bouncing from one seasonal job and set of duties to the next.  But for the first 
time, I’ve got myself placed in what most call a real world, full time position.  My first impression of this position and 
department has been amazement; there’s endless precedent for the processes that we work on.  And it’s through 
working on those processes that I’ve been presented with countless learning experiences and interest in the job. 

I had a rough idea of who a planner was, where they worked and what they were tasked with before my first day.  I 
figured that there would be a fair bit a regularity to each day; how many kinds of permits could there be?  I quickly, and 
pleasantly, learned there was much more to the planner’s role and duties.  One of the first things I discovered was that I 
would routinely be asked questions and for clarifications on any number of matters.  Customers at the counter might 
have an inquiry on a property or a need for assistance on clarifying critical area regulations.  Each and every one of 
these interactions and tasks I’ve been presented with has reliably presented me, in some form, the opportunity to learn.  
While two customers might have the similar questions, the resulting answer and following discussion are rarely the 
exact same.  While the Walla Walla County Code applies to all residents the same, there’s regularly a nuanced section of 
the code that applies specifically to their property or project.  Having the opportunity to look into these matters and 
discuss them with co-workers and customers is what I’ve found to be the intriguing part of this job.  More specifically, 
I’m able to learn on a daily basis and am never without the opportunity to think critically.  

 

July 4th Fireworks Safety Starts with Common Sense Tips 
By Todd Blevins, Building Official and Fire Marshall 

 

Using consumer fireworks on our nation’s birthday is as American as apple pie, backyard barbecues and parades on 
Main Street.  And it is equally safe if a few common sense rules are followed. Fireworks related accidents do occur each 
year, however, most could be eliminated if some basic safety steps had been taken. Common sense safety tips for using 
consumer fireworks in the hopes that injuries to consumers can be greatly reduced this season: 
 

• Parents and caretakers should always closely supervise teens if they are using fireworks. 
• Parents should not allow young children to handle or use fireworks. 
• Fireworks should only be used outdoors. 
• Always have water ready if you are shooting fireworks. 
• Know your fireworks.  Read the caution label before igniting. 
• Obey local laws. If fireworks are not legal where you live, do not use them. 
• Alcohol and fireworks do not mix. 
• Wear safety glasses whenever using fireworks. 
• Never relight a “dud” firework.  Wait 20 minutes and then soak it in a bucket of water. 
• Soak spent fireworks with water before placing them in an outdoor garbage can. 
• Avoid using homemade fireworks or illegal explosives: They can kill you! 
• Report illegal explosives, like M-80s and quarter sticks, to the fire or police department 

 
And note these special safety tips, if using sparklers: 

• Always remain standing while using sparklers. 
• Never hold a child in your arms while using sparklers. 
• Never hold, or light, more than one sparkler at a time. 
• Never throw sparklers. 
• Sparkler wire and stick remain hot long after the flame has gone out.  Be sure to drop spent sparklers in a 

bucket of water. 
• Teach children not to wave sparklers, or run while holding sparklers. 

 
The Walla Walla County Community Development Department would like wish you all a Safe and Enjoyable 4th of July.  

 



  

                                          

BEE Educated - A Layman’s Guide to Bees in Walla Walla County by Nina Baston, CCEO 
 

To enforce the County Codes as they relate to Bees in Walla Walla County, I had to do some research. I spoke with 
many famers, bee experts, the WA State Department of Ag, and others. What I found was that what I believed to be a 
minor issue in the Walla Walla Valley is actually a major issue spurred by the workings of three incredible, relatively 
small, species of insects. In most of the County, the rules are quite simple. You may have honey bees, if you have 
enough blossoming bee forage to support them on your own property. Their forage or food supply consists of nectar 
and pollen from blooming plants within flight range.  The number of colonies of bees is limited to one colony for each 
2,000 square feet of open space. 
 
However, in our County we have a relatively unique situation that affects our bees. First we will start with climate. In 
the Touchet and Lowden area there is less precipitation than other areas of the County. That area contains the right 
kind of soil (with just the right amount of salt, the adequate drainage and sun/shade combinations) to successfully 
grow alfalfa. About 25% of the total amount of alfalfa seed produced in the United States per year is right here in 
Walla Walla County. Bees are another important part of that alfalfa seed production.  
 
Three kinds of bees work the alfalfa fields in the Touchet/Lowden area known as the “Honey Bee Control Area”.  
 
Alkali bees, (photo above left) which are slightly smaller than honey bees, pollinate many crops but are native to dry 
regions of the Western U.S.  When it comes to alfalfa, alkali bees are great pollinators and increase the yield of fields. 
Alkali bees can forage for miles and pollinate about 95 percent of the blossoms they visit. Because of their use of alkali 
bees, farmers’ alfalfa seed yields here are often 50 percent higher than those of other production areas. To raise alkali 
bees, farmers either maintain natural bee beds in the alkaline soil or create artificial beds. To do that, they install a 
subsurface irrigation system, using PVC pipe with holes punched in it. Water seeps out and migrates to the surface. 
The soil must be moist, but not too wet. Alkalis produce only one generation per year and fly relatively low to the 
ground.  
 
Leafcutter bees (photo above center) are used in addition to the alkali bees. These bees are considerably smaller than 
the alkali bee or the honey bee. They can fly only 300 to 500 feet from their housing. Leafcutter bees are cavity 
dwelling bees that lay their eggs in existing holes. Leafcutters are solitary bees, meaning that they don’t produce 
colonies as do social insects (honeybees). They thrive when provided with predrilled “bee boards” that they use for 
nest construction. At the end of the season, the nest cells with developing bees are collected and carefully stored, to 
be released the subsequent season when alfalfa blooms. 
 
Honeybees (photo above right) are social and cooperative insects. A honeybee can fly for up to six miles, and as fast as 
15 miles per hour. Honey Bees live in a nest, called a "hive." A single domestic hive can have up to 20,000 - 80,000 
bees, mostly workers. They are larger, smarter, and more aggressive than alkali and leafcutter bees. Honeybees 
generally attack only to defend their colony, but will also attack if they are seriously disturbed outside the nest.  They 
become aggressive as a last resort and die when they do sting. They are very effective pollinators across many crops. 
Vegetables such as peas, beans, as well as fruit and some nut trees, including apples, pears, raspberries, strawberries, 
blueberries, and almonds need honeybees for a good yield, among many other food crops.    
So what is the reason for a honey Bee Control area? Bees eat two things: pollen – protein food, and nectar – 
carbohydrate food.  When their food source is depleted in an area they can fly up to six miles away to get food if 
necessary. The alkali and leaf cutters need these to survive also and cannot go nearly as far to get it. Honey bees do 
not particularly like alfalfa pollen and colonies don’t thrive when it is the sole source of their protein. Honey bees are 
bothered by is the tripping mechanism of the alfalfa flower. (Continued on next Page) 
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When the bee reaches down into the center of the flower to sip the nectar, the flower releases its pollen with an 
explosive spring that delivers a good whack to the honey bee. To avoid the direct hit, honey bees learn how to “steal” 
the nectar from the side of the flower. While this works for the bee, it fails to pollinate the flower. Therefore, in an area 
with so much invested in alfalfa, the honey bees are not as good at pollinating and can end up doing more harm than 
good to an alfalfa crop. Also, too many honey bees can affect the alkali and leafcutters ability to produce. 
 
In Walla Walla County, during the period from June 1st until September 1st in the honeybee control area, there are 
limits on the honeybees you can have. This is the region and the time period most affected by the dry climate that 
encourages the growth of alfalfa and therefore the use of alkali bees and leafcutters. According to County Code 
17.26.020 Table for minimum standards for animals “The number of colonies of bees shall be limited to one colony for 
each 2,000 square feet of open space” It goes on to say that “During the period from June 1st until September 1st of 
each year the following regulations will be in effect” in the Honey Bee Control Area. “A. Not more than one honey bee 
colony per acre of property cropped in commercial alfalfa for seed and/or commercial clover for seed that is blossoming 
is permitted. B.  Not more than ¼ honey bee colony per acre of property with blossoming bee forage of other types is 
permitted. C. Not more than 50 colonies are permitted in an apiary. D. Apiaries must be setback from property lines a 
distance of four feet per colony. E. Apiaries must be separated a distance of 400 feet and must be located within 400 
feet of blossoms intended as forage.” 
 
Here are some examples. A ten acre property that is all blossoming forage inside the Honey bee Control Area in July, 
only 2.5 colonies of honey bees are allowed. (The photo on the bottom right shows 5 colonies. In our area it is more 
common to see a pallet with four colonies each.) Now, imagine there is a home, a horse pasture, and only 2 acres 
blossoming forage. The number goes down to ½ a colony very quickly. If the owner still maintained 2.5 colonies of bees 
then there is not enough to feed the honey bees. They will not be able to survive on what you provide on your property 
and will begin to help themselves to the neighboring alfalfa. 
 
On 200 acres that was nothing but blossoming forage, the owner would be allowed to have 50 colonies. This is the 
maximum allowed in one apiary (group of colonies). Making sure that the apiary met setback and separation distances.  
Now if the owner had a 400 acre property, they could have 50 colonies in each of two apiaries but again they need to 
meet the standards for blossoming forage, setback from property lines and separation distances between apiaries. 
 
You may be asking what does this have to do with me? First of all the bees are just one of the many things that make 
Walla Walla County a unique and wonderful place to live. These bees have a job to do and bring quite a bit of local 
revenue by way of pollination. They are big economic business for this Valley. The bees on your property can impact 
your neighbors financially. There have already been ten code cases this year that have stemmed from bee complaints. 
Finally, many of you have been approached by individuals or companies that offer to pay you to house their bees on 
your property. They are not your bees, you do not care for and/or maintain them and it is easy to think of them as not 
being your responsibility. However, as a property owner in Walla Walla County you are the one responsible for any 
violations of code on your property and those infractions could be up to $250 a day. Please call our office (509-524-
2616) and we will help you to figure out the allowable amount of bees you can have in a given zone or on a given 
property before placing bees on your property. Let’s figure it out together before bee season becomes violation season. 
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